Bear PajjLj., 7/y/72 

to p, 5*T Ur iSr and f IA /Lesar, there is a generality I think I should try and get you 
Z SriS fTlT***; ^ dSfinlte 1±mit ° n JiQ L — 's ^epfdoncefndfbility 

muoh to f f *A J 5“ le hard way * V/hon you add t0 «*» something that 

njf t0 . latlj h ® ~ Hegurong to address, a constitutional aversion to orderliness that 

°\ITI f ilaS :, a3king ^ t0 kee P something to himself can ho quite 
b£ wh -ih lii ! s ^ rate Wlth a personal experience of which you arc partly aware. 

Bud, whether or not he recognizes it, has come to believe that he owns the subject. 

He believes all that counts is the ffil, He believes that when he puts up the ™ if 
wastes, it and its people are Ms. When at the outset I objeetedftrongly to th/board 

tliaf off bvf Sn Sal J lnGlude4 1 those with whom 1 not associate, he passed 

E-fLffnr m ® anln 'l less ’ that he 1TOu;l -d, in practise, dominate everything. 

S Buff off t0 Contro1 hos more TOCal rabid, thin' has been 

the reality. But uhat Ms all this expenditure of time and money for long a period of 

bfn sf ff hTnc^f n °+ f ° r f S > t0 COrmider * ±b is a futility to mo. Had that 

been an unselxish concept, it rngho have produced meaningful reBults. It would bo good is 

something could draw us together, unify our efforts. But with most of the poeple involved 
cooperation and u edition concepts of integrity were never real considerations. Bud, fo^ 
example, just doesn t respect other people's rights to their work. Bo far as he is con- 
cerned, a I think -you've seen, it is all Ms. Why not?He's loaded, isnf he? 

+n J_°r severa 1 years, once the misuse of my material became common, I've been trying 

n0th±ng t0 date ‘ The °ri 3 inal deal was that I'd work with 
T 1 K> aalj - y tut r* 01 - his CxlA, and he would keep what he got from me entirely separate 
It never happened. I found my stuff, what ho got from me, what he got from Mr f on or 
aryono integrated into the CTIA files. I'd holler, he'd promise, and nothing would ft 
tbf’ Bud - t,0 / earS tl ^ S 1538 been delegated to Jim. There is time for everything but 

if onf f f ° r VaCa f°f ’ almost anything, but not being honorable about such matters 

Whilffnf f f ^ iUS °! m x ±LSh0n0rable acts * imd Jim stays bus J on a11 sorts °f worth, 
while tnings. Bob does whatever it is that he does, to the besg of my knoMedhe little 

offactfn i ePe f tl0n t° f What 1133 Slready been done Hized with Pontificatiou and errors 
l udsement » °ursuit os the arcane at this late date, like explosive bullets. 

would do if* a P eemoat ’ now quite old, was that everything of mine would bu returned. Jim 
^ould do it. J-hio included all my ArcMves correspondence except what they need for the 

SPSG wfftf 0 ™- th 011 agencies or from them except spectro. O.K. To date, Zero, 

an iJuff ] j bUQlness not keeping the word to me about the death certificate became 
tM fnatf t boTfof ta ^g about Ms opinion ttas&xzs that the misuse out of contextwas 
cf S' T Jim r ) T ex ?f * ed “ a lifetimG ^ gone into it with Jim by phoned (he 

Ar ,. M f d x “ saia he nad seen it independently in something the got from the 

ArnMveo. I asked mn to send me a copy. He said he would but didn't. Finally, two months 
ater, ne came her TMrsday to dub and listen to some interviews I conducted for the 

f d he , b y ough t if- And 'that the hell is it? Some of my 

cSfiSnSlf ff^i-f f dS ’ Can f y? HaVS y ° U 0117 ±dea of the responsibilities, of 
eoiifMentiMity tha ;t devolve on,, a lawyer and Ms client's material? Why Jim didn t know 

A Xt l CT T t0 ° eGia h ’ 1 Gant understand, for he acknowledged it in returning^ copv, 
Mow f ^ f f Ver su PP° sed ~ to ^ve. They kept that. How it could be missdd I doAf 

it had myf dontiScafof oTftf 3 ° f ^ ™ mterial “* kee ^ th ° is '^t 

1 like Jim person lly. He is a very well intention guv. That's get nothing to do with 
perfomance or independence. Y ou believe me, they believfLy of f tiMnf f o you Sow 

*f*f.f Ver f d med the suit f° r the CD 655 stuff until tli hearing? Mo talk, 

^ x OS, JO consultation, no checking to see if there was error or could be more included. 
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rp +.T. x r t . ,, ° wlCiC wem error or com. a do more me 

On- yth all they jaw eottan from tha ArcMves, not oven the offer of a oinMo 

fron thoyS.vSST.vj tto *-* Bud “‘loned settins 



, . ^ — a xao u rua iaoiix. 

Mchives: i ve finally gotten something you don't have", and he was 

W nr\ T. T.'.rr^ 1 < \ nnrl r -r 11 • ! V 



fron the 

was it? What we'd had for years, CE7®0, I think. You know the non-c-Mstin ■ 
tne attitude, these the realities, and Jim's good intentions can't surmount 
Bo ioioijs bet h or tlian anybody ele-and about everything. Bud owns everytMng. 
.0 do the: best always and just can't. 



proud! What 
one. This is 
them. B e aware, 
im means 
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In my opinion, there's higher morality and better ethics and ethical concepts t han 
what I've boon living v/ith for years, and these people are among the least excusable 

examples. I can say Lifton is insane, but can I about these people? And they dish out 

whatever they have for any minor, irresponsible use. Bud's, Sprague's, you name it. Any nut. 

I told you I deal with dim on a basis of trust, that 1 like and respect him, etc. But 
I have all I need to know he just can t control. 

0 By the way, something I should, have mentioned in writing earlier about Boss Ralston, 
dm told me that after the hearing on their suit in which the government capitulated a t 

the last minute and which produced nothingexcept snide comments from the judge, Werdig, 
the UzejszAsss Ass't U.S. Attorney I've faced, twice, came up to Bud and said, "By the 
way, I understand Weisberg was i n to see you a week or so ago." It appears to have token 

Bud by surprise. "Let that be a lesson to you about keeping you door open", is the 

approximate Werdig addition. Well, I Hadn't been in to see Bud, haven t seen him for some 
time, and at that time he. was abroad. I wasn't even in his office, and~his office door 
closes automatically, can t be left open by accident. The only thing that did happen 
is that Lil and I went to°the CTIa pfi'ice about something after she had a dental ap't. 

Shat was the 13th. Lil sat where anyone in the all would have been known to her, that is, 
presence, and knitted. I was in the inside office eith Jim. Ross was there, as was Bob, who 
kept intruding irrevelant and womg ideas and arguments into out discussion of t e Ray ca 3 e. 
So, that cna't be it. If it was a tap or a bug, Werdig could and should have had it 

straight. And I haven't been to the CTIA office since, not to Bud's since? before then. If 

1 understood Jim corectly, this Bud-tferdig tiling was quite recent. Bud hasn t been back 
fi'om Europe long. 1 t can't go back any farthur that Ross, who may, as I said, be in.ocent. 

I think you should press and concentrate on the FBI pre-assassination files on Oswald. 
But I think, without intending to intrude, that you should restrict your communications 
to Jim to the law and approaches, being careful to preserve contents to yourself and any 

with jrhom you may elect to share them. I am, by tee way, as I think I long ago suggested, 

ir. accord with the conceptof your competitive book with AGENT OSWALD tiiat considers this 
"the nucleus". We can both do the same thing differently, and that is the best way. 

If and when you ever get to arguing "considered by the Commission", if you don't remem- 
ber what I've written, at that time let's §o over it 0 As I am sure you know, it is my 
belief that the Commission didn^t have to possess to "consider". I think it can be sustained 
ir. court and that I can provide, if you do not have it, the things you need. But if they 
tsa£e a contrary view, which ought ot be certain as the sun— moon cycle, and you anticipate 
some kind of restrictive switch, bear in mind the old investigative— file exemption befire 
FOI, the regulations of 75-year restriction then in effect. This seems, of the top of the 
head, to be most likely. 



The question of whether failure to act over a long period of time constitutes 
exhaustion of administrative remedies is one I've been wanting to test for a long time, 
i'vo been leaving it up to Jim, for I'd not want to be my own lawyer on this. I have sweral 
long-standing cases, ^ou ha.ve copies. Ihavengt even gotten the FOI regulations from the Army- 
in more than a year and a half $Powell request). There are others with other agencies, 
i-.rchi.vof.-o huh T hhinlc hhr.h uhon hhJ o i 3 hr? shoe 1 9 ih 3h.ee 1 ' hr- -th-h- •• ■- v *cvtLcu°'. 
case in which the withholding is clearly improper. 

I precision is SOP with Pines et al. What choice have they 0 KleincliesnTSs letter in 
my Ray suit remains the classic. Perhaps in some cases it is good to merely correct the 
imprecision. Sometimes I've even done it quietly! 



I think you should be aware that someone is trying to tempt us into a suit under 
conditions favorable to them on tills. We could effectively emasculate the law this way. 

Don't ever loose sight of it. I have a number of suits I could file and haven't, some 
where the outcome could be near automatic. We must be careful and not run risks not warranted 



by both the oflds and the possible yield. Remember also that they can and will take any 
case they want to their Supreme Courto As of now, I think the best is the speotro, another 
reason I'm worried about that zombie Blends ana his. They have been delaying on this 
inordinately long. I think it is four-fove months since the GA hearing, wo you. consider that 
the foregoing can address what they may be up to? 

1 can t understand the end of Pines' penult, graph as in any way in your interest 
ncr can I see them interested in serving it were it. 

Angel's H/lo/71 to you, by your numbers, where I can comments £ 

2. I don't recall the Cl) 110 p„rt of the 01)1 file but presume we have it. However, 
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•with the rc t of this, lot us assume that at least some may bo truthful. There are 
parts ;oi the Oi-II xile tint should be withheld unless the file was gutted before being 
given to the Gomiaission. Ky source is first— person, ONX 1 s source, their man in II. 0., 

Guy Johnson. I discussed this •..-ith him right before Thanksgiving. That is then one thing 
to whoch he reacted very strongly end psoitively. He wouldn't talk about that at all. We 
discussed it back in 1066, so it was not new. As of now he won't say more. But it involves 
an alleged LHO homosexual contact along the Lakefront in N.O. (Does this sound like to 
could bo what someone kLglit have fed the black jailbird taking a fix, name escapes me?) 
uy suppliednames and Ms source. On two counts this would seen to meet the requirements 
of the law and be proper basis for withholding - if that is what is withheld. Law-enforce 
ment as used nere could, a s with b 1 , relate to LIIO's alleged security-risk status, *^e 
careful, but if there is any way you can conceive of pursuing this, you should, I think. 

3. 1 have longbeen demanding that they replace their missing files. Are these cases 

on wnich you wanu to press a non-ieasance charge? Or the referral interpretation of the 
5*01 iii the aG Memo? 

Tins is what Bud sued for and all he saw was other cropped version, some cropped 
even more, Jim says. I guess ho now lias them. I thi n k he got CIA to show him the original. 

Is unis ousinoss really worth it? 1 think what Bud didiiot sue for is much more relevant,, 
bu., i* does raise tricky foreign-relations questions. ° 

Jo I was with kelley when ho got the order on 1 970 declassification and he read it 
to me. I asked him who decided, what is of "significant connection with the assassination 
ox tat- President / He smile -, it is still a question. X think a weak one for court unless , 
as in cue suits I fileu, I knew what the answers would be. Again, care. Mo adverse 
precedents. Let's not _ do their dirty-work for them. 

6. I x they haven t earlx. r told you wiiat executive order, want to ask? Florence say 
is if 551 has no standing. 

jo Know c.;nc all inter and intra— agency stuff does not have automatic exemption. 

As. with some of the others, I have no basis for offering any but a generally skeptical 
opinion ox’ their arguments on the other exemptions. Ilow/ever, I would pursue and get a 
description. I would think that these descriptions can't apply to a nere register or list. 

10. Mote that this is a different reason that given in the transdript as printed or 
given to me when was it?1966? 

11. I have written you earlier about the possibility of our being at cross-purposes 
on this, and it is hair. We neither have exclusive rights. I presume we would siiare what 
ei their goi-. But I think, as I'm sure I wrote you, that where there is such a possible 
conflict, if.it can't be resolved on any other basis, priority of application should decide 
between us. I am still willing to coktoit to this. This does not mean not to pursue, but 
fail short of filing, j.et them have all the ro.pe they need, and let them continue to make 
inconsistent and contradictory records. As you know, I have already draft this part of ay 
book and 1 have kept you informed on uy personal investigations on LUO as agent. As you * 
aloO -How , X sug ; psted time box ore you start writing you should come and over everythin 0 * 
i haw., so idle reason is not selfishness or the kind ox' rubbish Sylvia is spreading -..-ith 
zeal. X cmnk we have to work out some method of avoiding possible conflicts and dupli- 
cations. There is too litcle time for too much fsxxfer duplication. If it is duplication only. 

interesting they apparently voluntarily assume responsibility for withhol ding on 8-1 1 . 

I don t recaj.1 wiiat there first reason was to me on 11. ^*ou have it. They have been imuro— 
vising*, hence if duplication 3. aoove 0 When they horse around, NOT duplication my view. 

Hex Oo authority makes me th i nk you suggested. If you did, gto you want to argue other 
positions, Warren s, i-Ic undy's, fil'H's, etc.? 1 love their self-serving gratuities, like 
they live by the law. x>o they! 

i hope cnis cover everything. I want to be complete but among the many tilings I have 
to do with all this ground is mow grass with worn-out equipment some of which I carut start. 
One consequence of .Agnes was to put this all behind and make harder, e had at least tiro 
weeks of rain., beginning before hurricane. Where Bud's partner tore up some land with 

where 1 can t get a mower in as of this a.m. I hope tliis 
j responsive, fay points on Jin are in no case personal except 

he never x_J.es and odesn*t remember, but be warned if you don*t want to bo hurt as I*ve 

' m<i as "toing. develop, you want want to say some of wiiat Ned lias. There lias been much of 
wnat 1 regard as dirty work, I did have a contract ith him, and he lias been leader. Best, 



caxiessness tlieiro is a real mes 
is clear and that you find 




